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Carpathian Lancers (North Africa / Italian theater)
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Written by:         Christopher Petronis

Minimum combat uniform all considered priority one for 1940 North Africa

I.      Head wear

   A.Tommy MKII helmet painted khaki with yellow eagle in red oval
   B. Black beret or FS cap

II.       Shirt – airtex no insignia except for rank if applicable

III.        KD Trousers or KD shorts -Will be pattern P-37 appropriate British, Canadian, Australian, South African or approved reproduction.

IV.         A. Shorts require 

                   1) Wool puttees



 2) Hose tops


        B. KD trousers require either wool puttees or standard anklets

      VI.        Foot wear - Either British or Canadian made period boots, reproduction or 

                  original. Leather soles and hobnails preferred

Minimum combat uniform all considered priority one for 1943 Italian campaign and later

I.
Head wear

A. Tommy MKII helmet painted either solid British green or combo of green,
brown cammo brush paint. 

B. Black beret with narrow strip of red piping above leather sweatband.

II.   Shirt – airtex or wool collarless shirt, original or approved reproduction.

III.  Trousers - KD, KD shorts, wool BD trousers -Will be P-37 or P-40 appropriate

                        British, Canadian, Australian, South African or approved reproduction.

IV.   Battledress jacket - it is expected that BD jackets and trousers will closely match 

         in color.

A. BD jacket will be either P-37 or P-40 pattern, original, reproduction or appropriately colored British, Canadian, Greek, Norwegian, Dutch, South African.

B. All jackets will have correct red 2nd corps insignia on left sleeve and 8th Army patch on right sleeve. The badges should be positioned on the sleeve so the top edge of the badge is in line with the top edge of the breast pocket flap when viewed from the front.

C. All jackets will have appropriate red and blue pennons on the collar, palm tree insignia optional. 

D. All jackets will have Poland shoulder tabs, approved repro or original
V.    Wool puttees

VI.    Hose tops

      VII.   Foot wear - Either British or Canadian made period boots, reproduction or 

                  original. Leather soles and hobnails preferred, rubber engineer’s boots.

Optional Uniforms priority two

I. Wool overcoat – WWII dated or post war Dutch, Greek, British, Canadian, Norwegian, South African to conform to WWII pattern. P-49 British is unacceptable. No insignia except rank if applicable

II.      Issue V-neck sweater original or approved reproduction

III.      Bush jacket original or approved reproduction

IV.      KD P-37 battledress jacket original or approved reproduction

V.       Leather jerkin – WWII dated or post war Dutch with correct button

              modifications.

VI.      Wolsley helmet

Equipment priority one for 1940 North Africa
Equipment – all web gear will be P-37 pattern with brass fittings and closures. Post war blackened hardware is not acceptable. Blanco not required.
I. Web belt 

II. Bren pouches with brass snap closure 

III. Braces set 

IV. Uncut model 1907 British or Australian bayonet with frog 

V. Canteen with skeleton carrier, sleeve carrier is unacceptable

VI. E tool and carrier.  Early plain handle required.

Equipment priority one for 1943 Itailian Campaign and later

I.    Web belt 

II.   Bren pouches with brass snap closure 

III.  Braces set 

IV. Spike bayonet with frog 

V.  Canteen with carrier, sleeve or skeleton

VI. E tool and carrier. 
Optional Equipment priority two

I.      Small pack with “L” straps

II.      Large pack with “L” straps

III.      Note: This is good for hiding inauthentic gear inside a period tent but should not be worn in field.

IV.       British flashlight

V. Wire cutters

VI.       Equipment appropriate to crew served weapons crew members, i.e. universal pouches for Bren mags, tool rolls, signals tools.

VII. GS Infantry shovel.

VIII. small box respirator

IX.       British WWII goggles

Weapons priority one for 1940 North Africa
- No I Mk III or MkIII* Enfield British, Canadian, or Australian manufacture

Weapons priority one for Italian Campaign 1943 and later

 - No 4 MkI Enfield rifle, Canadian, British or U.S. Savage manufacture

Optional Weapons priority two
I. Webley, Enfield or Colt Victory revolver may be carried.

II. Thompson SMG early model variations only, no M-1 TMSG

III. Sten gun Mks II or III as latest model allowable

Personal gear priority one

I. Mess kit - Either period or postwar. Original war mess kits are good for living history display however they are unsafe due to the high lead content in the tinning. For eating, aluminum late war or post war mess kits are recommended.

II. One pint mug. Either white or brown acceptable.

III. Grey wool blanket – Most plain, gray, wool blankets will do.

IV. White sheets and pillow case for barracks impression 

Optional Personal Gear priority two

I. 64 Paybook  – Reproduction

II. ID discs

III. Rain cape  – British or post war Dutch

IV. Toiletry roll to include:

A. Tooth brush

B. Eating utensils

C. Shaving stick

D. Shaving brush

E. Razor

F. Housewife

G. Comb

V. Socks –gray wool. Post-war or reproduction preferred.

VI. Barracks bag  – original or approved reproduction.

VII. Helmet net.

VIII. Bivi tent  – British WWII only.
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