WWII Polish LHG Principles of Authenticity

1. General overview & mission of this document

     The spirit of this document is to allow both new and veteran members access to a documented source index and to act as a general guideline for accurate personal impressions. The uniform regulations contained on the following pages are meant to help members understand what should be considered the general rules for building an impression. Frequently a member spends money needlessly on an undocumented item without knowing that it is not appropriate to an impression. These guidelines should help to curtail that. This information should not be used as a sole reference point for a new recruit however. It is expected that all new members will be assigned a veteran WWII Polish LHG member to help them purchase their kit.

2. Personal comfort and safety

    While every member should strive for the highest level of authenticity at all times, it is also understood that certain situations allow for modifications of uniforms. For example, in sub-zero weather it is the member’s responsibility to alter their mode of dress for their own protection. This means that the member should be wearing clothing that will keep them warm beneath their regulation uniforms. Thermal underwear that doesn’t show beneath a battle dress is highly encouraged. Battery powered socks are perfectly acceptable. If you don’t have period WWII issue gloves, wear something else that looks as correct as possible and stop yourself from getting frostbite. Grossly inauthentic items however should not be worn as outer garments.

    The same holds true for warm weather events. Allowances are made for items worn underneath outer garments. For example, private purchase officer quality cotton shirts were not unheard of by Polish troops. In a warm weather environment members may chose to wear a reproduction or original officer’s shirt  beneath their denim or BD uniforms. In summary, the adaptations to weather and climate should be made so as to not grossly affect the outward historical impression of the individual.  

3. Changes to accepted uniform regulations

    If a WWII Polish LHG member wishes to introduce a uniform, weapon or item not in written regulations the responsibility will be on the shoulders of the individual to produce documentation for consideration by the membership that a change should be made. It must be remembered that the purpose of these regulations were to standardize what should be considered the “common mode of dress” for Polish soldiers from a particular unit and location. Documentation can be produced for very limited use of certain variations, wind proof pants for example. However, at this time we have not been able to identify pictures of large amounts of Polish troops wearing this item for a prolonged period prior to the end of armed conflict.

4. Time frame for uniform procurement
    Every member’s personal situation is different. There are currently no guidelines as to how long it should take for a member to procure his/her complete uniform. As an organization we discourage any potential member from buying a uniform before they are:

1) sure they want to continue in the hobby

2) are voted in as members of the WWII Polish LHG

     Often times our members generally have spare uniform items to lend to interested recruits. Generally speaking most members are able to purchase a basic uniform and weapon within a one-year period. This can be shortened or lengthened depending on individual circumstances.
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